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Map of Cambodia
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Project Meeting in Cambodia, 26.08.2008

The first project meeting of the KEF funded project Cambiodiversity was held on 26
August 2008 in the Dean'’s office at Royal University for Agriculture.

Angela Meyer (IDC) and Veronika Hager (BOKU) met with their partners from RUA,
Dean Sophal Chuong and Adrian Bolliger (DED). They were joined by a group of
Cambodian students involved in the implementation of Cambiodiversity at RUA.

At the beginning of the meeting, Sophal Choung and his students briefly reported on
the assessment and review activities underway. They explained how they proceed
for the review and evaluation of already existing material and information relevant for
the project and what progress have already been achieved in assessing the current
agricultural situation in Cambodia, the predominance of rice and the feasibility of
further biodiversification. Moreover, they presented some of the most important
documentation and publication they were mainly consulting for collecting most
relevant facts, information and knowledge.

During the second part of the meeting, the project participants discussed the
foreseen interview activities. Together, they went through the interview guidelines
and questionnaires Angela Meyer and Veronika Hager had prepared and sent to the
RUA partners as drafts. Sophal Chuong presented the changes and modifications he
has considered important to make. They discussed more intensively the conduction
of interviews with farmers that will present the first set of interviews foreseen in the
project. Further interviews with relevant stakeholders, experts, scientists and policy
actors will be conducted later on. As a total of 80 interviews with farmers is foreseen,
the team localised the different concerned rural areas on a map and discussed the
differences and specificities of the visited provinces.

As a last part of the meeting, it was agreed to start a first joint set of interviews with
farmers on 28 and 29 August. The participants decided to visit first a farmers in the
commune of Kaheng in Kampong Speu Province where mainly rice is cultivated. For
the second day it was planned to interview farmers in the province of Kandal, first in
the commune of Krang Yov where agricultural cultivation is mainly based on
vegetables, and second in Tik Vil where again mainly rice is cultivated.

Finally, Angela Meyer and Veronika Hager visited the Faculty’s facilities (laboratories,
auditoriums), the University’s area and experimental fields.

Veronika Hager, Angela Meyer, a student from Angela Meyer, Adrian Bolliger and Sophal Chuong
RUA, Adrian Bolliger and Sophal Chuong (from
left)



Students working in RUA’s test fields A laboratory at RUA

Visit of CEDAC, 27.08.2008

On 27 August 2008, Angela Meyer and Veronika Hager visited the Cambodian NGO
Center for Study and Development in Agriculture (CEDAC) in Phnom Penh.

CEDAC has been founded in 1997 with the aim to promote sustainable agriculture
and rural development in Cambodia as a response to the country’s need for
reconstruction after the Khmer Rouge Regime. While originally, activities have been
focused on agriculture research and training, CEDAC is currently more and more
involved in directly supporting farmers in enhancing their living conditions through
sustainable farming methods, social cooperation and cooperative business practices.
It has set its goal increasingly on enabling rural populations to increase food
production and income while ensuring environmental sustainability and maintaining
strong social cooperation.

Angela Meyer and Veronika Hager visited the CEDAC office and the adjacent shop
on Kampuchea Krom Boulevard in Phnom Penh. Winfried Schewe from DED who is
supporting CEDAC discussed with them the NGO’s major aims and activities, its role
for the promotion of sustainable agriculture in Cambodia and its specific effort of
promoting the cultivation of organic rice.

Left: Angela Meyer and Winfried Schewe
Above: Veronika Hager in one of the
CEDAC shops in Phnom Penh.

The case of CEDAC is relevant for Cambiodiversity as it presents an example for a
civil society organisation aiming to contribute to sustainable agriculture and
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development in Cambodia. By directly supporting and encouraging farmers in
adapting their farming methods thanks to training and transfer of information and
knowledge, CEDAC takes into consideration the population’s needs, interests and
concerns. The CEDAC shops that have been opened in the city of Phnom Penh
moreover help farmers to sell the products they have cultivated with the advice of
CEDAC and in line with the principles of sustainability and biodiversity, such as fruits,
vegetables or organic rice.

First series of interviews with farmers, 28. and 29 .08.2008

On 28 and 29 August, a first joint series of interviews has been conducted by the
Cambiodiversity team with farmers in the Provinces of Kampong Speu and Kandal.

In the Kampong Speu Province, the project team visited a farmer and his family.
Interviews were conducted by the project involved students, according to the
previously jointly elaborated questionnaire. A more or less equitable involvement of
men and women in the interview activities was respected.

Afterwards, the Cambiodiversity participants visited the farmer’s fields. Although this
farmer mainly cultivated rice for family consumption and as major source of income,
he also produced vegetables on a contractual basis for local and international NGOs.
He showed the Cambiodiversity team some fields where he grows Batavia lettuce,
tomatoes and green beans for a local and a Belgian NGO that are supposed to sell
them to hotels and restaurant in Cambodian tourist areas.

RUA students interviewing farmers in Kampong Tomatoes grown by a rice farmer in Kampong
Speu Province. Speu Province in cooperation with local and
international NGOS

Further interviews were conducted in the commune of Krang Yov in the province of
Kandal. Kandal is one of the major vegetable producing provinces in Cambodia. A
couple of interviews were undertaken with a group of land workers and a land owner.
The fields in the visited area are used for the production of sugar cane, beets, beans
and lettuce. Harvest is usually sold on local markets or transported to markets in the
capital of Phnom Penh.



Interviews with land workers. Interview with land owner.

Finally, a last series of interviews has been conducted with a farmer family in the
commune of Tik Vil in the Kandal Province. In contrast to the previously visited
villages in this province, farmers in this area predominantly cultivate rice. The
interviewed farmer grows rice on a total surface of apprx. 1 ha.

\

Interviews with the farmer’s family. Interviewing the farmer on his rice fields .

Following these first three sessions, the Cambiodiversity team had a final meeting to
discuss the conduct, results and outcomes of the interviews, necessary amendments
on the questionnaire and ways of improvement. All partners agreed that the
willingness of the farmers to take part in the interviews was considerably high and
certainly will allow the conduction of about 80 interviews, as scheduled. It was
moreover noted that especially women were very interested in participating and that
hence gender balance can be respected.

The questionnaire was adapted according to these first experiences.



Second International Meeting of FP6 Project Diverse eds, Kunming,
China, 02.09 — 05.09.2008

From 2 to 5September, the Cambiodiversity partners, Angela Meyer, Veronika Hager
and Sophal Chuong attended the second international conference organised in the
Chinese city of Kunming by the consortium of the EU FP6 project “Networking on
conservation and use of plant genetic resources in Europe and Asia”
(DIVERSEEDS).

The main aim of the project DIVERSEEDS is to promote cooperation, networking and
(knowledge) exchange on genetic resources and their management between
European and Asian researchers and to open European research networks to Asian
experts in view of globally improving a sustainable use of plant genetic resources.
The DIVERSEEDS consortium is composed of plant genetic experts from Austria,
Germany, the United Kingdom, lItaly, Israel, China, Thailand and Vietham that have
closely worked together during the 2-years duration of the project in view of
contributing to the establishment of a strong communication and exchange platform.
The final output of the project will be the elaboration of joint recommendations on
how to improve EU-Asian cooperation in the field of plant genetic resource
management. The conference in Kunming presented the second and last meeting of
the entire consortium before the project’s ending by November 2008.

For the Cambiodiversity project team, the participation at this conference has been
an important possibility to meet with European and Asian experts working on different
aspects and approaches of biodiversity conservation and to present and discuss the
Cambiodiversity project.

On 2 September, Angela Meyer and Sophal Chuong have been given the floor to
make a presentation of Cambiodiversity, its aims and objectives, the different
activities and the main achievements since its start. Sophal Chuong has moreover
briefly explained the current situation of Cambodia’s agriculture and the problem
posed by the predominance of rice.

The following day was used for discussion in working groups. Based on the two
presentations made by the Cambiodiversity team, one of the working groups
discussed what synergies and follow-ups are well conceivable for Cambiodiversity
and what form of cooperation could be possible between the two project teams.
Representatives from the KKU University in neighbouring Thailand for instance briefly
reported on the comparable situation in their country and how rice fields are used
during the dry season for the cultivation of other crops, such as peanuts. A follow-up
project to Cambiodiversity could hence build on these experiences and practices,
perhaps even in form of cooperation with Thai partner institutions. An Israeli expert
made an interesting remark on irrigation methods that are currently developed for
Israel's agriculture and that might also be relevant for promoting the cultivation of
non-rice crops during the dry season in Cambodia.

On the third day of the Conference, the participants had an excursion to the village of
Dashao (Sondming County) in Yunnan province, where farmers practise traditional
dry-upland farming. The agriculture is very rich and diversified in these areas, crops
ranging from barley, maize and buckwheat to favabean, raddish, potato and other
vegetables. Currently, a UNEP-GEF supported project is being implemented in
Dashao focusing on the relationship between genetic diversity and disease control
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for barley. At the end of the excursion, the participants visited the Kunming gene
bank.

Angela Meyer Sophal Chuong

The Cambiodiversity Team The Conference Participants
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